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Levir. i. 4. And he ſhall put his Hand on the Head 


of the Burnt-Offering, and it Mall be accepted for 
him, to make Atonement for him. 


EpREs. v. 2. Walk in Love, as CHRIST alſo hath 
loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an Offering, 
and a Sacrifice to Gop, for a ſweet-ſmelling Savour. 


Pluris enim Decii, quam qui ſervantur ab illis. 
Jov. 
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ADFERTISEMENT. 


11 is proper to inform the Public, to 
whoſe candid judgment the following 
Diſſertation is offered, that it was intend- 
ed to have been publiſhed ſome Years ago ; 
but it was delayed by ſome incidental Oc- 
currences not neceſſary to be mentioned. 


As ſeveral Perſons have publiſhed their 
Sentiments in favour of Socinian Principles, 
it is hoped that none will take Offence at the 
Author, for endeavouring in a Spirit of 
Meekneſs, to bear Teſtimony againſt Error, 
and to contribute his Mite, particularly in 
Defence of the Goſpel Doctrine of Atone- 
ment. May God of his rich Grace, grant 
unto us the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, by whom that 


Atonement is received. 
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ATONEMENT. 


WR AC RIFIC E 8 hone continued 
iin che Church, from Adam to Mab, 
0, and our Saviour's Time; 
and are retained in ſome Heathen 
SY Nations to this Day, It muſt be 
a Matter oe Importance, to underſtand, : the 
Nature and Uſe of a Ceremony, ſo antient, 
univerſal, and expanſive ; efpecially conſidering, 
the Relation that the Sacrifices of the Old Teſta- 
ment bear to the Sacrifice of Chriſt, which hath 
been regarded in the Chriſtian Church, as a 
principal Branch, of the Myſtery of Gidlineſs, and 
Foundation of the Chriſtian's Faith and Hope. 
The following Propoſition, is the important Sub- 
ject under Conſideration, v. 
A 3 That 


„ „„ SEE! Ci rn A T? .f]f ))! ae + 


(6) | 
That the Levitical Sacrifices, had a myſtical man- 


ing, and particularly, a typical one, which is 
in the atoneing Kere Y Chrif, the Antitype. The 
Scripture frequently diſtinguiſheth between Sa- 
crifice and Oblation. Sacrifice and Offering thou 
oni not*. All Sacrifices are Oblations, But 


all Oblations are not Sacrifices; Oblations in ge- 


neral comprehend any thing dedicated to God, 
to become peculiarly his, and appropriated to 
his Service. A Sacrifiee, in the ſtrict and proper 
Senſe, ſignifieth ſome living Creature, ſubſtitu- 
ted, and ſlain, in Place of ſinful Men, and of- 
fered to God on their account. The legal Offe- 
rings, that were burned on the brazen Altar, 
were diſtinguiſhed by MAeſes, into fix kinds; the 
Burnt-Offering, the Meat-Offering, the Sin- 
Offering, the Treſpaſs- Offering, the Conſecra- 
tion, and the Sacrifice of Peace-Offering. This 
Diſtinction is founded, partly in the Matter, 
partly in the Rites,” Ceremonies, and Uſe of theſe 
Offerings. Sacrifices with reſpect to the End, 
and Deſign of them, are commonly diſtinguiſhed, 


into Hlafick or. Propitiatory, and. Euchariſtick or 
. Thankſgiving; the latter was defigned, as an 
Expreſſion or Teſtimony of Gratitude to God for 
Mercies received; the Deſign of the former, 


was, to make Atonement for Sin, appeaſe God's 


Wrath, and make Reconciliation between” God 


and Man. This Differtation particularly relateth 
to propitiatory Sacrifices. 
If any Man brought an Offering to the Lord, 


he was to bring it of e Herd, and of the Flock ; 


the Head, the Fat, the Inwards, were burned 
on the Altar, and the Blood ſprinkled round 


about on the Altar. This was the Matter of the 


Sacrifice, 


22 


Sacrifice, ſome times the whole Beaſt was ** 
a Burnt-Offering. 

It is proper to conſider here, the Myſtical 
meaning of the Sacrifices; they with their Sacri- 
fical Rites, were viſible Signs, and ſacred Sym- 
bols, deſigned to inſtruct the Church in ſpiritual 
Duties of Religion; together with the Sacrifice 
on the Altar, God required ſpiritual Sacrifices of 
Rightcouſneſs, ſuch as the Sacrifice of a broken and 
contrite Spirit &c. In the Day of Atonement, the 
Jeus were commanded to afflict their Souls, and 
the Perſon, who offered the Sacrifice, was re- 
quired to lay his Hands on the Head of the Vic- 
tim and to confeſs, that he had ſinned in that 
Thing, for which he had offered the Sacrifice. 

The killing of the Victim, inſtead of him 
that offered it, was a plain Declaration, that the 
Offerer deſerved to die. 

The burning of the Sacrifices denoted, the 

fiery Wrath and Indignation of God, a gainſt 
the Sins of Men. The Sacrifices were 1 
with ceremonial Waſhings, and Purifications; 
by theſe, the Jews were inſtructed, to cleanſe 
their Hearts and Lives, from all moral Defile- 
ment“. The aſcending Incenſe, was an Emblem 
of Prayer, and of the Powerful, acceptable In- 
terceſſion of Chriſt +. ; 
The Sacrifices of Peace-Offering, were intend- 
ed, to raiſe our deſires after Peace with God, 
and to inflame our Love, Joy and Gratitude to 
God, for Mercies received. 

The Heave and Weave- Offering, had alſo a 
Girimal meaning; by that Sacrifical Rite, the 
Offerer acknowledged, God's Omnipreſence; Do- 
minion over all; hat, our All is from Him, and 


* 
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(8) 
that it is our Duty, to offer ourſelves, and all we 
have, to his Service. 

Beſides the ſpiritual Duties, taught by Sacri⸗ 
fices, they had alſo a typical meaning; Scrip- 
ture Types, are not meer allegorical Alluſions, 
depending on the arbitrary imagination of Men; 
they are Emblems and Reſemblances of one 
thing to another, intended by the Spirit of God, 
to point out ſome moral meaning, more excel 
lent than the literal ſenſe of the Words. The 
Law and Types of it, were Shadows of Goſpel 
Truth, Chriſt is the Bo The firſt Adam, was a 
Type and Figureof C riſt, the laſt Adam. The 
Tabernacle and Blood of the Sacrifices, were al- 
ſo Types and Figures of Chrift, and his Sacri- 
fice. The Law was a School-maſter. to lead us to 
Chriſt. The Prophet Daniel teacheth, that 'the 
Oblation, and Sacrifice, ſhould ceaſe, when the 
Meſſiah would be cut off; and the Reaſon is 
aſſigned Heb. ix. 10. becaule the Tabernacle, 
and Sacrifices, were Types, and Figures; 
the Time preſent, and impoſed only till the Time 
of Reformation. 

1 T ſhall now conſider in what reſpects che Sa: 
crifices of the Law typified Chriſt, and were ful- 
filled in him. - It was required- in the Burnt- 
Offering, that it ſhould be @ Male without Blemi 
voluntarily offered before the Lord; this was al. 
filled in Chriſt, who willingly offered himſelf in 
Sacrifice to God, as a Lamb without Spot*, © 

He that offered the Sacrifice laid his Hands on 
the Head of the Beaſt; this Ceremony ſignified 
the Myſtical Relation and Union between the 
Sacrifice and the Offerer, in Virtue of which the 
Sacrifice was ſubſtituted in his Room and Stead, 


®* P/al. xl. 8. 1 Pet. i. 19. 


and 


(9) 
and the Guilt of the Offerer was ſymbolically 
transferred to the Sacrifice: The Children of 
Iſrael, by laying their Hands on the Heads of the 


Levites, offered them to God, inſtead of the Fir/t- 


Born; and the Levites, by laying their Hands on 
the Head of the Sacrifice, offered, it to God inſtead 
of themſelves®. The great deſign of theſe 
Subſtitutions, was to Typify Chriſt offering him- 
ſelf inſtead of his People; as the Ram caught in 
the Thicket was offered inſtead of 1/aac. 

The Sacrifices of the Law were ſlain, and the 
Blood ſprinkled on the Altar. The deſign was 
to Typify the ſhedding Chriſt's: Blood; 
for this reaſon Atonement is aſcribed to the 
Blood on the Altar; becauſe the Life is 
in the Blood, and therefore when the Blood was 
offered, the Life of the Beaſt was ſuppoſed to be 
given, inſtead of the Life of the Offerer. But 
becauſe one Symbol could not fo fully inſtruct 
the Church in the Myſtery of Redemption, 
therefore in the Day of Atonement, beſides the 
Goat Slain for a Sin-Offering, there was alſo a 
Scape-Goat; the Prieſt laid his Hands on this 
Goat, and confeſs d the Sins of the People over 
it, then ſent him away to the Wilderneſs. There 
are various explications of this Type. What 
appeareth to me moſt probable, is that the Slain 
Goat typified Chriſt's death, and the.live Scape- 
Goat his reſurrectionꝭ. It is farther obſervable that 
the Sacrifices of the Law were accepted to make 
Atonement for him that offered them; and here- 
in they Typified the Divine approbation and 
acceptance of the Sacrifice of Chriſt for the Sins 
of his People. The Phraſeology and language 
of the Old Teſtament, expreſſing the Divine 

Numb. viii. 10. 18. + Dan. ix. 26, Heb. ix. 28. 

$ Rom. iv. 25. 21 5 | 
56a Appro- 
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(10) 

Approbation of the Legal Sacrifices, is in the 
New Teſtament applied to the Sacrifice of Chriſt. 
Eph. v. 2. He gave himſelf an Offering and Sacri- 
Ace to God, for a faveet ſmelling Savour. And in 
conſequence of God's accepting Chriſt's Sacra- 
fice, ſincere, .penitent Believers are accepted in the 
Beloved“. 

- This leads me now to conſider the Nature of 
Atonement, and the Reality, Neceſſity, and Per- 
fection of the Atonement made by our Bleſſed 
Saviour. 

The original Word (Cara) is variouſly 
tranſlated ;- when it is uſed in relation to Sin, and 
Wrath incenſed by Sin, it ſignifieth to Atone, 
Appeaſe, Expiate and Reconcile. Its Derivative 
(CoPHER). is tranſlated Ranſom, Satisfaction, 
Money. This variety in the Tranſlation will 
help more fully to explain the Nature of Atone- 
ment. It neceſſarily ſuppoſeth an Offence given; 
for where this is not the Caſe, there is no Occa- 
Hon for an Atonement. In conſequence of the 
Offence, the offending Party becomes liable to 
the Reſentment of the Offended, and alſo liable 
to the Penalty, which the Juſtice of the Law and 
Judge requireth. 

- The Nature of Atonement may be thus de- 
ſcribed. It eonſiſteth in a Perſon's doing or 
ſuffering ſomething as a Compenſation for an Of- 
fence, in order to ſatisfy the Demands of Juſtice, 
appeaſe Wrath, expiate Sin, and make Reconcili- 
ation. . More particularly, Atonement compre- 
hendeth Compenſation, or making amends for a 
Fault. Under the Law+4, when a Man of- 
fended his Neighbour by unjuſt Dealing, Reſtitu- 
tion muſt be made of the Principal, and a Fifth 


® Fpb. i. 6. 7. + Lev. vi. 5. 


| . 


(It) 

Part additional, in order to ſatisfy and make Re- 
paration for the Injuſtice done. But this is not 
ber the Sin againſt our Neighbour“, is call- 

ed a Treſpaſs againſt the Lord; and therefore the 
Law required that Atonement ſhould be made 
both to God and Man. Reſtoration, or an equi- 
table Equivalent was allowed to ſatisfy the inju- 
red Perſon, and the Offender was obliged to 
bring-his Treſpaſs-Offering to the Lord, and the 
Prieſt made Atonement before the Lord, ſo the 
Sin was forgiven. In this Senſe the Original 
Word is ſometimes tranſlated Ranſomt, ſome- 
times Satisfaction. i 
Atonement alſo implieth an appeaſin of 
Wrath and pacifying the offended Party. Thus 
Jacob, I will appeaſe him with a Preſemy, And 
Moſes, Wrath is gone out from the Lord, make an 
Atonement}, Moreover it conſiſteth in expiating 
Sin, and in purging away and cleanſing the Offen- 
der from the Guilt and Defilement of Sin. 
Thus Aaron made Atonement to cleanſe the Levites++. 
And thus the Prophet, 1/aiah xxii. 14. — his Iniqui- 

ty ſhall not be purged from you till you 

Atonement is ä ſuppoſed to — Recon- 
ciliation between diſagreeing Parties 1. Sam. ix. 
xxiv. HWherewith ſhould he reconcile himſelf 10 his 
Maſter ? And Levi. vi. 30. the ſame Word 
which ſignifies to atone 1s tranſlated- to reconcile, 
and in the Szptuagint is frequently rendered by a 
Greek Word which ſignifies to be propitious, or 
to appeaſe. I ſhall only further obſerve, that as 
the HebrewWords tranſlated Atonement, Ranſom, 


. Lev. vi. 2. + Exod. xxi. 30. f Numb. xoxxv. 31. 
32. 2 Sam. xxl. 3. Gen. xxxii. 20. | Numb. xvi, 


46. +{Nunb. viii. 31. Levit. iv. 20. 


Recon- 


(12) 
Reconciliation, typically pointed to Chriſt, ſo the 


Greek Words in the New Teſtament tranſlated 


Atonement, Ranſom, Propitiation and Reconci- 
liation, are all of them applied to Chriſt, by whom: 
we receive the Atonement. i Wh. 

Thus Expiation of Sin, Satisfaction to Juſtice, 


% 


appeaſing of Wrath, and Reconciliation between 


God and. Sinners, are interwoven in a bleſſed 
Harmony, and conſtitute the Nature of Atone- 


ment. | 
Taking it for granted that God of his free 


Grace deligned, to bring many Sons to Glory, out of 


that State of Sin and Miſery wherein Mankind 


lies, I ſhall now propoſe ſome Conſiderations, 
which in my Judgment, render it unfit and in- 


expedient if not impoſſible, that Sinners ſhould 
be pardoned and brought into a State of Favour, 


Reconciliation and Glory, without an Atone- 
ment. | 18 


This is evident from the Rectitude of | the 


Divine Nature, from his Holineſs, and Hatred 
of Sin. Holineſs is the Beauty of the Divinity ; 


God is delighted in his own Image, he bovetb 


| Righteouſneſs and hateth Iniquity. God's Hatred at 


Sin is not an arbitrary Matter; it is founded in 


his very Nature, who is of purer Eyes than to behold 


Iniquity. Hatred at Sin is eſſential to God, as 


really as the Love of Virtue. If Sins were par- 


doned, and Sinners received to Favour without 


an Atonement to teſtify God's Hatred at Sin, the 


declarative Glory of his Holineſs would be greatly 


obſcured, as if he did not love Righteouſneſs or 


hate Sin; thou thoughteft I was ſuch an one as thyſelf, 


but I will ſet thy Sins in order before thee*, 


'* P/alm l. TY 


The 


— 
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(13) 

The Mercy of God ſhineth brightly in the 
Pardon of Sin; but it is not the Method of God's 
Providence to glorify one Attribute at the Ex- 
pence of another: High Contemplations of God's 
Mercy, ſhould not make us forget-or diſregard 


his Juſtice. Divine Juſtice is not an arbitrary 


Conſtitution, it is an eſſential Attribute of God, 
that rendereth to every one what is due. It is 
founded both in the Dominion and Rectitude of 
the Divine Nature; ſhall not the Judge of all the 
Earth do right? Juſtice calls for Vengeance on the 
Objects of divine Hatred, Vengeance is mine ſaith 
the Lord, I will repay*. It cannot therefore be 
agreeable to the Purity and Juſtice of God, to 
pardon Sin, and receive Sinners to Glory, without 
an Atonement, that might manifeſt his Hatred at 


Sin, and glorify his Juſtice in puniſhing it. 


The Majeſty of God, the Honour of his Law, 
and authority of his Government, make an atone- 
ment neceſſary. Every Law of God is worthy 
of our Obedience; every Tranſgreſſion is an In- 
dignity offered to the Law and Authority of the 
Law-giver. Now the Sanction of the Law ſaith, 
the Sinner ſhall die; if no ranſom cou'd be found 
to ſatisfy Juſtice; it naturally followeth, that the 
Divine Veracity muſt fail, or all Sinners periſh 
under the Threatening, like fallen Angels. If 
Sinners were pardoned and received to Heaven 
without an Atonement, this would open a Door 
to Licentiouſneſs, and encourage a preſumptuous 
confidence in Mercy with contempt of the Law+. 
T hough they hear the Curſe of the Law, yet they bleſs 
themſelves in their Hearts, ſaying, we ſhall have Peace 
though we walk in the Imagination of our Hearts, to 
add Drunkenneſs io Thirſt, Impunity occaſions con- 


=. Rom. xii. 19. + Deut. xxix. 19. 
tempt 


| (14) 

tempt of the Law; becauſe Judgment is not ſpeedily 

executed, the Hearts of Men are ſet in them to do Evuil®. 
If wicked Men take ſuch Encouragement in Sin, 
from a Delay in the Execution of Judgment, to 
what Degrees of Licentiouſneſs would Men pro- 
ceed, if Pardon and Glory were preached and 
promiſed to the World without a ſuitable alarming 
Sacrifice of Atonement! The firſt Snare wherein 
Satan caught our Firſt Parents was, Ze ſhall not 
ſurely die f. Some Sxinans own, that it is incon- 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Holineſs of God's 
Government, to forgive Sin, and receive the Sin- 
ner to favour without repentance; the ſame may 
be ſaid of forgiving and receiving into Favour 
without a propitiatory Sacrifice. It is not agree- 
able tothe Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God, to inflict 
penal Evil, where there 1s no moral Evil, per- 
jonal or imputed; neither is it fit that moral Evil 
ſhould wholly eſcape Puniſhment without an 
Atonement, to vindicate the Authority of God's 
Law and Government. 

There are two Things to be conſidered in Sin, 
the Diſhonour done to God, by the Breach of 
his Law, and the Puniſhment that Sin deſerveth. 
Pardoning the Sin, has a reſpect to the Sinner, 
and it is free Grace to him, when the threatened 
Penalty of the Law is forgiven him. But ſhall 
not God be free to vindicate the Honour of his 
Law and Government, and to declare his Righte- 
ouſneſs and Juſtice to the World, at the ſame 
Time that he juſtifieth the believing Sinner ? 
Common Senſe teacheth, that in caſe of De- 
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* Fecl. viii. 11. + Stillingfleet on Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings, Preface, Page 11. Socinians, ſaith he, affirm, that 
God Almighty as King and Proprietor of all Things, can 
forgive Offences without Repentance, (&c. 


famation, 


(15) 

famation, Men are bound to vindicate them» 
ſelves, though they freely forgive the Slanderer, 
Why then ſhould it be reckoned inconſiſtent with 

free Grace, that God ſhould require an Atonin 
Sacrifice, to vindicate the Honour of his Law 
and Government ; and in order to let the World 
ſee, it is no ſuch eaſy thing, as many imagine, 
to obtain Pardon of Sin; and conſequently, when 
we plead for Pardon, for Chriſt's fake, that we 
ſhould look upon his bitter Sufferings, as a moſt 
powerful Argument, to make us loath Sin, with 
a perfect Hatred, as the procuring Cauſe of the 
Curſed Death, and hitter Sufferings, of our com- 
paſſionate Saviour, 3 
The Goſpel teacheth, that the Holy Jeſus died 
a ſnameful Death on the Croſs. Who can imagine 
that God would give up his only beloved Son to 
that curſed Death, if ſome indiſpenſible Neceſſity 
had not required it? no Reaſon can be aſſigned 
for his Death, of ſuch Importance as this, that be 
gave himſelf a Sacrifice to ſatisfy divine Juſtice and 
. redeem his Church, This is the Reaſon given 
Rom. iii. 25. God bath ſet forth his Son to be a 
Propitiation through Faith in bis Blood, 1 declare bis 
Righteouſneſs, that is to ſay, to diſplay his Juſtice, for 
the Remiſfion of Sin, through the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt. Mr. Taylor, in his Paraphraſe on the Romans, 
tranſlateth the Greek Word Anmaioguyy, Mercy, 
and the Word Sizai®-, Merciful; but our Tran- 
flators more juſtly render the former, Righteouſ- 
neſs and the Latter, juſt. Dr. Whitby obſerveth, that 
the Greek Word qu. is about eighty Times 
uſed in the New Teſtament, and always fignifieth 


a juſt Man. Dr. Lightfoot, and other learned Men 
agree in general in that ſenſe of the Word. From 


all this evidence we may conclude, that the Law 
. of 
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(16) 
of Chriſt's Mediation made it neceſſary, that he 
ſhould offer himſelf a Sacrifice, in order to de- 


clare, and manifeſt the Righteouſneſs and Juſtice 


of God, that ſo he might appear to be juſt in the 


Remiſſion of Sin, through the Redemption, that is in 


Chrift, when he juſtifieth them that believe in 
Jeſus. I ſhall only ſubjoin a few Texts, that 
point out the Expediency and Neceſlity of an 
atoning Sacrifice. I Sam. xxvi. 19. if God hath 
fiirred thee up, let him accept an offering. Theſe Words 
plainly ſay, that when Wrath is gone out from 
the Lord, a Sacrifice of atonement is neceſſary. 
Our Saviour ſaith, he muſt ſuffer, and ought to have 
ſuffered*, The Apoſtle Paul ſaith the ſame, Acts 
xvii. 3. Heb. ii. 10. it became him, for whom are all 
Things, and by whom are all T hings, in bringing many 
Sons to Glory, to make the Captain of their Salvation, 
perfect through Suffering. As if he had ſaid, it was 
agreeable to, and becoming the Perfections of 
the Divine Nature, and ſuitable to God's Deſign 
in bringing many Sons to Glory, to make Chriſt 
the Captain of their Salvation, a perfect, compleat 
Saviour, by his Offering himſelf à Sacrifice of 


" Atonement. for them. And Heb. ix. 22. he re- 


preſents the Neceſſity of this Sacrifice in the 
plaineſt Language, without ſhedding of Blood there 
is no Remiſſion. | 
Having explained the Nature and Neceſſity of 
Atonement, I ſhall now conſider the Truth and 
reality of the Satisfaction, made to divine Juſtice 
by the Sacrifice of Chriſt. Rom. v. 11. by him we 
bave now. received the Atonement. Angels are the 
higheſt Order of created Beings ; ſome of them 
fell from their firſt State, they became a Sacrifice 
to Juſtice, and are reſerved in Chams of Darkneſs 


Mat. xvi. Luke xxiv. 
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till the” Judgment f the great Day. Fallen Man 
could no more make Atonement or ſatisfy divine 
Juſtice, than fallen Angels. Future Repentance 
could not atone for paſt Sins. As Offences 
are aggravated according to the Dignity of the 
Perſon offended, divine Wiſdom only could fix 
the Puniſhment for an Offence againſt God, and 
find out a Sacrifice that could appeaſe the Wrath, 
and ſatisfy the Juſtice of God. The true Method 
of Atonement is this, that the Son of God, he 
Goings forth, have been from of Old, from Everlaſting, 
ſhould aſſume the Nature of Man, and Office 
of a Mediator. Our Saviour undertook that Office, 
and finiſhed the Work his Father gave him to 
do. The deſign of his Mediation was, both to 
glorify God and redeem his Church*. Phineas, 
by executing Judgment, made an Atonement, 
and glorified God. He was alſo glorified in the 
Judgment that came upon Nadab and Abibu, for 
offering ſtrange Fire. The Light of the Knowledge 
of the Glory of God, ſbineth in the Face of Cbhriſt; 
but particularly the Impartiality of divine Juſtice 
ſhineth the more in the Sacrifice and Sufterings 
of Chriſt, becauſe, although he was the Son of 
God, yet Juſtice did not ſpare ; but delivered him up 
for us all; Rom. viii. 32. This Text pointeth out 
God's Mercy to them for whom Chriſt died, and 
the Juſtice of God in his Sufferings. God ſpared 
not the Angels that fell, he ſpared not the Old 
World, he ſpared not the Natural Branches of the 
Jews. Deut. xxix. 20. The Lord will not ſpare him, 
but the Anger of the Lord, and his Jealouſy, ſhall ſmoak 
againſt that Man. In all theſe Texts, the Phraſe, 
not ſparing, pointeth out Acts of Juſtice ; par- 
ticularly, God's not ſparing his own Son implieth, 


John xvii. 4- 
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that the Juſtice of God did awake againſt the Man 
that is his Fellow, and ſmote the Shepherd. Thus 
Chriſt as ſurety of the Covenant, by ſuffering 
what the Law of his Mediation required, ſatisfied 
the Demands of Juſtice, and made Atonement 
for the Sins of his People. The annexed Clauſe, 
that God delivered him up for us all, is a farther Con- 
firmation of the Meaning of this Text. Why 
did God deliver up his Son into the Hands of 
wicked Men, to Shame, Reproach, Agony, and 
ſpiritual Deſertion ? Surely it was, that he might 
manifeſt the Glory of that impartial Juſtice, | by 
puniſhing our Sins in our Surety. 

The Character, whereby the Sacrifice of Chriſt 
is deſcribed in Scripture, repreſenteth it as an 
Atonement, made to the Holineſs and Juſtice of 
God. It is called a Ranſom, and Price of Redemption. 
When the Price is ſtipulated it is an Act of Juſtice 
to pay the Ranſom, as well as to deliver the 
lawful Captive, when the Ranſom is paid. 

The ſucceſs of Chriſt's Sacrifice, manifeſteth 
the Satisfaction given to divine Juſtice by it; his 
Reſurrection and Exaltation in his human Nature 
are the Conſequences of his Atoning Sacrifice. 
Philip ii. 8. he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. Wherefore 
Cad alſo hath highly exalted him. The Redemption 
of his Church is another Fruit of his Atoning 
Sacrifice; conſequently Chriſt's Reſurrection, and 
his People's Juſtification 'are demonſtrative Evi- 
dences, that his Sacrifice glorified divine Juſtice, 
finiſhed the Work his Father gave him to do. 
Even as the cancelling a Bond, and diſcharging 
the Surety out of Priſon, are the legal Evidences 


that the Debt is pay'd, and Demands of the 
Creditor ſatisfied. 
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As the Truth and Reality, ſo the Perfection of 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt is evident, becauſe he ful- 
filled all Righteouſneſs; he did all that the Law 
required; he obeyed the Precepts, and ſubmitted 
to the Penalty and Curſe of the Law. He died 
and ſuffered all that the Law of his Mediation 
required as our ſurety, in order to glorify God, 
and make Atonetnent for Sin, and redeem his 
Church. . Thus his laſt Words on the Croſs, bear 
Teſtimony, it is finiſhed, The Perfection of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, as well as the Truth and 
Reality of it, is further manifeſted in the Bleſſed ' 
Fruits that attended it. His voluntary ſuffering 
and obedience to the Death, crowned himſelf 


with Glory, raiſed him from the Curſe of the 


Croſs, to the Dignity of a Throne of Glory at 
the right Hand of God. Moreover, by his once 
offering himſelf a Sacrifice, he hath for ever perfected 
them that are ſan#lified, Heb. x. 14. Upon the 
whole, we may conclude, that Chriſt's obedience 
unto Death, had all the ingredients of an abſo- 


lutely perfect Sacrifice, equal to, and meritorious 


of the whole Purchaſe, promiſed in the Covenant 
of Redemption®. 

For the better underſtanding the Nature of 
Atonement, it is neceſſary to conſider what the 


difference is, between the Virtue or Influence of 
the Levitical Sacrifices, and the Sacrifice of Chriſt. 


The difference appearethin theFruits and Benefits 
procured by them. According to the Law, the 
ceremonially defiled were kept back from par- 
taking in the Paſſover, till they were cleanſed 
according to the Purification of the Sanctuary. The 
Levitical Sacrifices by divine appointment ſerved to 
purge away ceremonial Impurity, and to qualify 


Nom. ili. 24. Eph. iv. and laſt. 1 | 
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the Perſon who had been ceremonially defiled 
for external Communion in the Paſſover*. They 
alſo were of uſe to remove temporal Calamities: 

Aaron put on Incenſe, and the Plague was ſtayed F. 
The Sacrifices of the Law had alſo a Spiritual, 
Typical Uſe, and ſerved to inſtruct the Church, 
in the Knowledge of Moral Duties ; to promote 
Repentance, Love, and Gratitude to God, and 
to lead us by Faith to Chriſt. 

If we enquire into the Benefits derived from 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt, the Anſwer is that beſides 
temporal Advantages, all ſpiritual Bleſſings of 
Grace and Glory are the Fruits of the Propitia- 
tion made by Him. This different Influence 
between the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and thoſe of the 
Law is plainly taught, Heb. ix. 13, 14. The 
Blood of Goats and Aſbes of an Heifer, ſprinklin 
the Unclean, ſanttifyed to the Purifying of the Ph, 
bow much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, purge the 
Conſcience from Dead Works ? 

The difference between the Virtue of the 
Levitical Sacrifices, and that of Chriſt manifeſteth 
itſelf alſo, in the Different way and manner of 
procuring the Benefits derived to the Church: 
Salvation in the New Teſtament is aſcribed to 
different cauſes; to the Goſpel, to Sacraments, 
to Miniſters, and to Chriſt. The different In- 
fluence of theſe Cauſes is obvious at firſt View. 
It wou'd be ridiculous to aſcribe to any other 
Cauſe, an Influence equal or ſimilar to the Merit 
of Chriſt's Sacrifice. The Caſe is really the 
ſame, when applied to the Word Atonement. 
In the Old Teſtament Atonement 1s aſcribed to 
the Prieſt, to the half Shekel, to Incenſe, and 
to the Sacrifices. 'The Prieſts were only inſtru- 


* Numb. ix. 5. 7. + Numb. xvi 47, 48. 
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ments, as the Miniſters of the Goſpel are inſtru- 
ments, by whom we believe. The half Shakel, 
Sc. were only ſubordinate means, appointed by 
God to promote Edification. But the Sacrifice 
of Chriſt is the Meritorious procuring Cauſe of 
Juſtification and eternal Life. To ſum up all, 
Chriſt's obedience unto Death is the equitable 
equivalent, in conſideration of which God hath 
promiſed Pardon and Salvation to all that are in 
Chriſt“. 

The Author 4 of a late Paraphraſe on the 
Romans, compareth the Virtue of Chriſt's Sacrifice 
to, © The influence that a Copy of ingenious 
* Verſes, made by a Scholar, might have on the 
** Maſter to forgive the Fault of another Scholar, 
and procure a Play-day for the School.“ Low 
Divinity! Unworthy reſemblance of the Relation 

between Chriſt and his Church! Chriſt is the 
Surety ſubſtituted in the Room of his Church. 
No ſuch Relation is pointed at here between the 
Faulty Scholar and his School-fellow. Chriſt, in 
order to procure Pardon of our Sins, died on the 
Croſs; but in the pretended Parallel of the 
School-boy's ingenious Verſes, there is no Reſem- 
blance of any ſuffering. The ſame Author + 
faith, © That in the glorious Work of Redemp- 
tion, there are found among Men, Actions 
„ ſimilar to Chriſt's Work, of Redemption, both 
in Nature and Effect; “ and produceth a ſimilar 
inſtance of Work in the Martyrs, who laid down 
their Lives || for the Brethren. © Theſe Works, 
„he faith, may produce ſimilar Effects with 
* Chriſt's Work, but in a much lower Degree.“ 


Rom. iii. 24 Eh. , A - + Tajhr, Page 71. 
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The Queſtion is, whether the Work and Suf- 
ferings of Martyrs, are of the ſame Nature, Kind, 
and Species, with the Work of Chriſt in Re- 
deeming his Church; and whether the Effects 
produced by the Work, or Sufferings of Martyrs 
are of a ſimilar Nature and Kind, with the Effects 
produced by the Works and Sufferings of Chriſt, 
that redeem his People; differing only in De- 
gree? That Chriſt died for his People; that it 
is our Duty, when called, to lay down our Lives 
for his Sake, and alſo for our Brethren. is the 
Language of Scripture. But we muſt not con- 
clude, from the general Reſemblance in theſe 
Phraſes, that the Works, or Sufferings of Martyrs, 
are of a ſimilar Nature and Kind, with the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt, or that they produce Effects of 
the ſame Kind, with the Redemption procured 
by the Sacrifice of Chriſt. Theſe Phraſes, when 
differently applied, muſt be differently explain- 
ed according to the Analogy of Faith, and Cir- 
cumſtances of the Caſe. 8 71 

The Scripture Doctrine of Chriſt; offering 
himſelf a Sacrifice for his Church is this, that he 
gave himſelf a Ran/om, and his Blood as a Price 
of Redemption to deliver his People, from the 
Curſe of the Law; that God laid on him the Ini- 
quity of his People; that Chriſt bore our Sins in his 
own Body on the Tree, and by Virtue of this Sacri- 
fice, procured Pardon and eternal Life, for all 
that the Father gave him. Now the Morality of 
our Actions, and voluntary Sufferings, is ſpecifi- 
ed and diverſified, by the Deſign, Motives, and 
Principles that influence us. Martyrs may die 
for the Name and Honour of Chriſt, and Edifi- 
cation of the Church; but it is eaſy to obſerve, 
how abſurd it would be to ſay, that the Sufferings 
of Martyrs for Chrift, and their Brethren are 


of 
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of the ſame Kind, and produce the ſame Effects, 
with reſpect to Chriſt and their Brethren, that 
the Sufferings of Chriſt produce for us. The 
Diſtinction of a Difference in Degree, is no Salvo 
here; for there is no Name given under Heaven, 
whereby we can be Saved, but the Name of Jeſus. To 
aſcribe a Similarity of Nature, and Kind to the 
Sufferings of Martyrs, with the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, and to aſcribe a Similarity to their re- 
ſpective Effects, though different in Degree, is 
inconſiſtent with Scripture, tho' agreeable to the 
Popiſb Doctrine of merit, and the Sxcrman Doctrine, 
« That Chriſt is meer Man.“ If any Perſon laid 
down his Life for Chriſt and the Church, with 
the ſame Deſign that Chriſt had, in offering him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice; for thoſe the Father gave him, 
his Conduct would be Ignorant, Proud, and Pre- 
ſumptuous, and his Sacrifice, inſtead of procuring 
the Pardon of the leaſt Sin for others, would be 
an Abomination to the Lord, and bring Judgment on 
himſelf. 

It. is true the Apoſtle Paul“, rejoiced in his 
Sufferings for the Cloſians. He knew his Duty 
to Suffer, and lay down his Life when called 
to it, for the Edification and Conſolation of the 
Church, and Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory informs us that 
he wascrucified; but he never dreamed of dying 
for the Church in that ſenſe wherein Chriſt was 
crucified, to redeem them from the Curſe of 
the Law by the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant. 
1 Gr. i. 13. is Chrift divided? was Paul crucified 
for you ? were ye Baptized in the Name of Paul ? 
The Interrogation implieth a vehement Negative, 
to all the three Queſtions; in particlar he ab- 
horred the Preſumptuous Notion that his Suffer- 
ings, or the Sufferings of any Martyr were ſimilar 
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in their Nature or Effect, with the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, He was far from imagining that any 
Merit of his Suffering could procure the Pardon 
of Sins, tho' in the loweſt Degree. As to the 
following Words, that he filled up that which is 
behind, of the Afflictions of Chrift, in his Fleſh, for 
his Body's ſake, which is the Church : * are not 
to be underſtood of the Perſonal Sufferings of 
Chriſt, in which there was nothing behind, or 
defective; but of the Sufferings of Chriſt in his 
myſtical Body, the Church, which Chriſt (by 
Virtue of the Union between the Head and the 
Members) accounts as his own Sufferings; Saul, 

Saul, why Perſecuteſt thou me? | 
For the Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, 
God often beſtoweth Temporal Bleſſings on bad. 
Men, for the Sake of good Men; yet ſtill there 
is an infinite Diſparity between the Merit of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, and the Virtue of the Sufferings 
of Martyrs. Chriſt ſubſtituted himſelf, as Spon/or 
of the Covenant, in the Room of Sinners, no 
Mortal ever preſumed to do ſo. God laid the 
Iniquity of his People on Chriſt, but not on the 
Martyrs; they did not bear the Sins of other 
Men in their Bodies on the Tree as Chriſt did. 
As there is an infinite Diſparity, between the 
Virtue of the Blood of Martyrs, and the Merit 
of Chriſt's Sacrifice, ſo there is a ſpecifick Dif- 
ference, between the Regard, God ſhews to the 
World, that lieth in Wickedneſs, for the Elects 
ſake, and the Regard he ſhews to penitent Be- 
lievers for Ciiriſt's ſake. God ſometimes pre- 
venteth, withdraweth, delayeth, and mitigateth 
his Judgments, and beſtoweth Temporal Bleſ- 
ſings on wicked Men, upon their partial, and ex- 
| ternal Reformation; but Juſtification, Adoption, 
Sanctification and eternal Glory, are the 8 
ruits 
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Fruits of Chriſt's Purchaſe. The Works an d 
Sufferings of Martyrs, concur in no Degree, with 
the Merit of Chriſt's Sacrifice, as ſimilar Cauſes, 
producing the ſimilar Effects, of Pardon and 
eternal Salvation. 

Whence is it then, that the Sacrifice of Chriſt 
has ſuch Fe 6 Virtue, in making Atonement 


for Sin? Mhe ſpotleſs Innocence of Chriſt con- 
curred in the Value and Efficacy of his Death“. 
The Perfection alſo of the Sacrifice contributed 
to the Virtue of it. Our Saviour uſfilled all Righ- 
teoruſneſs, by doing and ſuffering, whatever the 
Law of his Mediation required; and in conſe- 
quence of his once offering himſelf a perfect Sacrifice, 
he hath for ever perfecled them that are ſanctiſied +. 
The Dignity of our Saviour's Perſon, as Emmanuel, 
God with us, gave Merit to his Sacrifice :; God 
hath Purchaſed a Church, with his own Blood. 
Finally, the Efficacy of Chriſt's Sacrifice is found- 
ed on the Divine Conſtitution, appointing that 
Sacrifice to be an Atonement and Propitiation for Sin. 
'The Sacrifices of the Law derived their Efficacy, 
in making a ceremonial and typical Atonement 
from the Divine Inſtitution. If there had been 
no ſuch Appointment, they could have made no 
Atonement. The ſupreme Judge of the World 
had a Right to inflict the Penalty of his broken 
Law, on the Perſonal Offender, Adam, as well as 
on fallen Angels. He was under no neceſſity, to 
propoſe or accept a vicarious Sacrifice, but from 
his free Grace and Mercy; conſequently, the 
Influence of Chriſt's Sacrifice in making Atone- 
ment, muſt be reſolved, into the Perfection of 
the Sacrifice, the Dignity of his Perſon, and free 


ws 3 > 5 19. Heb. vii. 26. + Heb. x. 14. 
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Grace. Thus Juſtice and Mercy mutually illuſ- 
trate each other, in the Propitiation made by the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt *. 
Sxintans amuſe us with plauſible Conceſſions. 
The Author of the Pamphlet, entitled, Second 
* ſaith t, That the Sufferings and Death 


. — — - — N 

— — = 

{ f < * — 

$ L —— 4 q 
. 
— _ 
———— 
a _— "> ö 


_ - — 
—— o So 4: — 4 
_ 1 AP « £4 
- - 4 : ys nt IN * N bl 
8 =: 


| ce of our Saviour, were the moſt Eſſential Part 70 
0 « of the Plan of his Kingdom, and the moſt 2 
[ x Important of all Events.“ The Author of a NT 
| i late Paraphraſe on the Romans ſaith t, That all d 
* & the Bleſſings of the Goſpel are through Chriſt; fe 
5 6 particularly by his Blood, by the Redemption P 
« which is in him, as he is the Propitiation, or by 
& Atonement for the Sins of the World.” And - 
elſewhere calleth Chriſt, © The Mediator, and C 
“ ſurety of the New Covenant $.” Yet notwith- . h 
ſtanding they deny that Chriſt ſubſtituted himſelf, — 
in his People's ſtead i, as alſo that his Sufferings A 
were properly penal . And that they were a fr 
ſatisfaction to Divine Juſtice for Sin ++, They d 
ſay that the Sins of Men were meer occaſional ſe 
Cauſes of Chriſt's Suffering; and his Sufferings a) 
were only a Calamity flowing from ſovereign 1 
Dominion FF. h 
The Doctrine of Subſtitution and Vicegerency tl 
was formerly proved, by the laying of Hands 1 
fe 
® P/alm Ixxxv. 10. + Page 33. I Taylor's Paraphraſe, =* 
Page 63. $ Page 68. | Second 7 houghts, Page 17. tl 
** Second Thoughts, Page 6. ++ Taylor in his Para- * 
phraſe ſaith, ** That the Scripture ſaith nothing of Chriſt's 
« ſatisfying Juſtice; nor is it any way neceſſary to ſuppoſe it.” re 
Page 68. 69. As alſo Second Thoughts, Page 21, 22. 0! 
FF Socinus and Crellius, as quoted by Stilling fleet, Page 97, tl 
ſay, That our Sins were only the meer Occaſion of Chriſt's 
„ Death, and not the Proper impulſive Cauſe of it.” Firſt d 
Edition of the Racowian Catechiſm, as Quoted by Stilling fleet, 0! 


ſays, That Chriſt's Sufferings were meer Acts of Dominion 
and not of Juſtice.” Preface Page 41. 
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on the Heads of the Levites, and on the Sacrifi- 
ces; but it is neceſſary to illuſtrate this Doctrine 


more fully, with reſpect to the Vicegerency of 
Chriſt. 


Chriſt died for the Ungodly, for ſcarcely for a 
righteous Man, will one die : Yet peradventure for a 
goed Man, ſome would even dare to die?. The plain 
meaning of this Text is, it would be a great Evi- 
dence of Love, if one died in the Room, and 
for the ſake of a good Man; not to be an exam- 
ple to the good Man, but to preſerve his Life, 
which is a greater good, than the Life of a righ- 
teous Man. But God commended his Love, becauſe 
Chriſt died for the Ungodly ; not meerly to confirm 
his Doctrine; and be a pattern of patience, but 
as a Sacrifice ſubſtituted in their ſtead, to make 
Atonement for their Sins, and preferve them 
from eternal Death. David's wiſh, that he had 
died for Abſalom, implied ſubſtitution. In this 
ſenſe Caiapbhas explains that phraſe, of ane Man 
dying for the. People, that the whole Nation periſh not. 
This was ſpoken by an over-ruling Direction, as 
he was High-Prieſt. 'There is another phraſe of 
the ſame Import, be Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity 
of the Father, 1. e. he ſhall not ſuffer in his Fa- 
ther's ſtead. Now ſeeing Chriſt, who was per- 


fectly innocent in himſelf, did bear the Sins of 


his People, conſequently he was ſubſtituted in 


their room. 


The Title of Redeemer alſo, implieth vicege- 
rency. Captives may be redeemed by exchange 
or ranſom ; in both Caſes there is ſubſtitution; by 
the Jewiſh Law, the Firſtling of an Aſs, was re- 
deemed, by putting a Lamb in its Place. The 
office of a Redeemer, is aſcribed to Chriſt ; he 


® Rom, v. 6, 7. + Exel. xviii. 19. 
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hath redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made 
a Curſe for us, on our acccount, and in our ſtead®, 


Chrift gave himſelf a Ranſom, the Original Ay)iAvs 
7g comprehendeth Subſtitution, Commutation 


and Compenſation, i. e. an equitable Equivalent, 
inſtead of the Thing ranſomed. The Prepoſiti- 


on «yrs in the Compound Word, is the ſame 
uſed by the Septuagint, Fob xvi. 4. and Gen. xxil, 
13. Abraham offered the Ram, inſtead of 1ſaac ; ſo 
Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſomin his People's ſtead. 
Scripture Evidence is fo glaring on this Head, I. 
that the Author of the Pamphlet, Second Thoughts, Ml re 
confeſſeth, that vicarious Puniſhment, is the ſtrict- W m 
ly proper and literal Senſe of many Texts, both ue, 
in the Old and New Teſtaments, relating to Sa- Heri 
crifices, and when applied to Chriſt, I ſee no na 
Ground to underſtand them, in any other Senſe, ſer 
than of vicarious Sufferings. en 

Scripture teacheth us, that Afiitions come not Marc 


forth of the Duſt ; that God doth not affiiet willingly, Meri, 


Sin perſonal, or imputed has always a Hand in Mee 
the Calamities of Men, Our Saviour knew no Unt 
Sin, but he was made Sin for us, God laid on him Oi th 
the Iniquity of his People, and be gave himſelf a Sa- it « 
crifics for Sm; conſequently the Sins of his Peo- With 
ple were more than occaſional Cauſes of his Suf- 
ferings. Chriſt's Sufferings are called, the Chaſ- 
tiſement of our Peacex. The Word Chaſtiſement, 
plainly ſuppoſeth or referreth to ſome Fault, and 
implieth the Puniſhment of ith, the learned Hil- 
lingfleet obſerveth, that the Greek prepoſitions, 
iz, gi, re, when joined with the Word Sin, 
and relating to Suffering, always imply, that theſe 


* 1. Tim. ii. 6, + Jai. li, 5. $ Deut. xxi. 18, 
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ufferings are the Puniſhment of Sin. Now 
being Death was the legal Puniſhment, at firſt 
enounced againſt Sin, it is more reaſonable to 


ppoſe, that Chriſt's Sufferings, as he was the 


urety of the Covenant, and ſubſtituted in his 
eople's ſtead, were the Puniſhment of his Peo- 
le's Sins, and Atonement to Divine Juſtice, than 


at they were the meer Reſult of Sovereign 


Dominion. 


Againſt the Doctrine of Subſtitution and 


tonement, by the Sufferings of Chriſt, it is 
bjected. 


1. Merit and Demerit cannot be transfer- 
red from one Perſon to another, ſo the Puniſh- 
ment of Sin cannot be transferred“. It is 
e, perſonal Actions, perſonal Merit or De- 


zerit, cannot be transferred, ſo as to be the Per- 
nal Actions, perſonal Merit or Demerit of ano- 
zer; yet the Obligation of one Man to Puniſh- 
zent, and alſo the Right of one Man to re- 


ard, may be transferred to another. Suppoſe a 
erſon of an Heroick Spirit, doth eminent Ser- 
ce to his King and Country, it is not inconſiſ- 
nt with Reaſon, that the King ſhould transfer 


the Son the Right of Reward, due to the Me- 


t of his Father. This in Fact was the Caſe 
ith David, Barzillai, and Chimbam, the perſo- 


al Action of one contracting a Debt, cannot 


e the perſonal Action of another; but the Ob- 
gation one Perſon is under to pay a Debt, may 
2 transferred to another, who makes himſelf 
urety for the Payment. As Paul did for Onefi- 
us, This in ſome Caſes, is applicable to the 
uniſhment due to Crimes. The perſonal ſin- 
il Action of Adam, could not be transferred, fo 
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as to be the perſonal Sin and Action of his Poſte: 
rity; yet as he was the natural Root, and fede- 
ral Head of his Offspring, his Sin fo far affected 
them, that by him, both Sin and Death entered 
into the World“. The Scripture Evidence is { 
plain on this Head, that Mr. Taylor, in his Pa 
raphraſe on the Romans, confeſſeth that © Adam! 
C Offence was the Reaſon and Foundation d 
Death paſling upon all Mankind; and Chriſt! 
& Righteouſneſs was the Reaſon and Foundation 
& of all Goſpel Bleſſings.” He calls © the Of 
t fence of the one, and Righteouſneſs of th: 
& other, the two moral Cauſes of the oppoſite 
« Effets+.” In like Manner, it is Blaſphem 
to ſay, that the perſonal ſinful Actions of Men 
are the perſonal ſinful Actions of Chriſt ; yeti 
is the plain Senſe of Scripture, that the Oblige 
tion to Puniſhment, for his People's Sins, wa 
transferred to him: As the Prophet //atah faith 
God laid on him the Iniquity of us Alltg, On thi 
other Hand, the Merit of Chriſt is fo far impu 
ted to penitent Believers, that they are made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in bim. The Juſtice « 
this Procedure in both Caſes, is founded in the 
Covenant Tranſactions between God, and thi 
Firſt and Second Adam. 

2, It is faid, © that ſubſtituting and puniſh 
ing an Innocent Perſon, inſtead of the Guilty 
. & js contrary to Juſticeg.” In Sacrifices of thi 
Law, a Right of Dominion was ſufficient fo 
Subſtitution ; but in a rational Agent Conſent 1 
neceſſary. If the Subſtitution and Puniſhmen 
be impoſed on the Innocent without Conſen 
that is unjuſt, But that is not the preſent Caſc 


„ v. 13. + Pagan. 67. 1 1@. Mi. 6... 
2. Corinth. v. 21. f Second Thoughts, Page 18. 
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Our Saviour freely gave himſelf, an Offering and 
Sacrifice to Gods. If we conſider, that Chriſt 
had an uncontrouled Right 20 lay down his Life, and 
Power to take it up again; if we conſider the valu- 
able Ends, anſwered by his Sacrifice, that the 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Mercy of God, are diſ- 
played in it : That the Sufferings of Chriſt pav- 
ed the Way for his glorious Exaltadion, and 
that the Redemption of his Church, 1s the pur- 


tion chaſe of his precious Bluod; it will evidently ap- 
> Of peur, there is no Injury done to our Saviour, who 
for the Toy that was ſet before Him, endured the Croſs, 
oſit deſpifing the Shame, and is ſet drwn at the Right Hand 
em of the Throne of God. But if we ſuppoſe, what 
Men Socinians ſay, that God did not lay the Puniſh- 


ment of his People's Sin on Chriſt, and yet he 

endured, the moſt bitter, horrid Sufferings, 
We and curſed Death, then the Cruelty or In- 
ſaith juſtice in the Objection will fall on the Ob- 
n the jectors. 


mpu 3. It is alledged, * that if Chriſt's Sufferings 
nade had been a Puniſhment of Sin, then he had been 
Ice 0 ſubject to ſuch Pains of an accuſing Conſcience, 
1 the as flow from Perſonal Guilt], The Conſequence 
1 thi is not-juſt. There is a vaſt Difference between 
Perſonal and Vicarious Guilt. Perſonal Guilt is the 
1niſh natural Effect of Sin; it is an Obligation to 
uilty Puniſhment, that by the Sanction of the Law, 
f th lieth upon the Perſonal Tranſgreſſor of the Law. 
nt fo Picarious Guilt is an Obligation to Puniſhment, 
ent! that floweth from ſome Relation between a Fer- 
men ſonal Tranſgreſſor and Subſtitute. That Remorſe 
nſen of an accuſing Conſcience which floweth from a 


Calc Conſciouſneſs of a Perſonal Tranſgreſſion, can 


* Pſalm. xl. 7, 8. John. xii. 27. + Heb, xii. 3. 
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no more be transferred to another, than the 
ſinful perſonal Action itſelf, and that is the Caſe 
of our Bleſſed Saviour. Though he died, the Fuft 
for the Unjuſt, yet it was impoſſible he could be 
under fuck Pains of an acculing Conſcience, as 


flow from a conſciouſneſs of Perſonal guilt, where 


there was none. 

4. It is no juſt conſequence, to infer, from 
« Chriſt's Suffering the Curſe of the Law, that 
© he was the Object of Divine Wrath“. A 
Creditor may exact the Debt due by the Surety, 
though he bear no ill will, or wrath againſt his 
Perſon. Our Bleſſed Lord, was always the Be- 
loved Son of God; his very Sufferings were, a 
ſaweet ſmelling Savour., yet they were the legal 
Puniſhment and Curſe of the Law, inflicted on 
him, as ſurety of the Covenantt. Therefore doth 
my Father love me, becauſe I lay dun my Life, that 
T may take it again. Though Chriſt had no ſen- 
ſation of Wrath on his own Account, yet he had 
a lively Senſe, of the Hiding of his Father's Face, 
and of the inexpreſſible Pains and Agony he 
endured, both in the Garden, and on the Croſs, 


for his People's fake, as 1s evident from his own 


Words; my Soul is forrowful even unto Death; my 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me. 

5. Againſt the Neceſlity of penal Sufferings, 
to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God, ſome reaſon thus, 
„ Diſlike to bad Actions is neceſlary, yet puniſh- 
ment may not be ſo, becauſe we, by our frame 
“ are determined, to diſapprove what is bad; 
put when it is in our power to puniſh, we are 
c not in the ſame Manner determined to inflict 
« Puniſhment, as we by our Frame are deter- 
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mined to diſapprove what appears bad *” By 
the ſame Neceſſity, we judge, every bad Action 
deſerveth ſome Degree of Puniſhment. But to 
make our Ignorance, of the Degree, of the Merit 
or Demerit of Virtue or Vice as ſuch, in the Sight 
of God, or to make the indulgent Partiality of our 
Frame and Diſpoſition, that hindereth us from 
being as neceſſarily determined to puniſh a bad 
Action, as to diſapprove it, the Rule and Meaſure 
of God's Government over us, is not concluſive. 
God is above conſcience ; he ſeeth the Evil of Sin, 
when we do not. And his Juſtice inflicteth Pu- 
niſhment for Sin, when we are not, in our Judg- 
ments neceſſarily determined, to inflict any, or 
ſo great a Puniſhment : As is evident in the Caſe 
of Uzzah, touching the Ark, and the Men of Berh- 
ſhemiſh looking into it. 

But it may be ſaid, There is a difference, be- 
tween that Juſtice whereby God hateth Sin, and 
that Juſtice whereby he puniſheth the Sinner. 
If the Puniſhment of the Offender, as neceſſarily 
flowed from the Perfections of God, as his hatred 
at Sin, then all Mankind muſt ſuffer as they 
offend, and there ſhould be no Place for Mercy 
or Repentance. God's hatred of Sin is as neceſſary 
as the eſſential Holineſs of his Nature, and can 
never admit of any the leaſt Relaxation or Dimi- 
nution, But the Scripture teacheth, that God 
relaxeth the Strictneſs of his Juſtice with reſpect 
to the Sinner, by accepting the Atonement. He 
will alſo manifeſt his diſpleaſure againſt Sin, in 
that way which moſt becometh him as the Wile . 
and Righteous Ruler of the World; for vindicat- 
ing the Authority of his Government and Laws. 
The Impenitent who die in their Sins, are puniſn- 
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ed in their own Perſonal Sufferings ; but the 
Guilt of the Penitent who die in Chriſt, is laid 
upon him, who was made Sin and à Curſe for 
them. 

6. It is objected, © That Juſtice makes no 
& demand of a propitiatory Sacrifice, as an 
& honourable Equivalent, for the Puniſhment, 
« in ſtrict Juſtice due to Sin; and that ſuch a de- 
“ mand is not neceſſary, becauſe, Repentance and 
«< Reformation may fatisfy*.” Surprizing words! 
The Neceſſity of an atoning Sacrifice, hath been 
proved already; Jews, Chriſtians and Heathens have 
judged, that expiatory Sacrifices for Sin are ne- 
ceſſary. Repentance and Reformation are ne- 
ceſſary Duties; except we repent, we periſh, without 
Holmeſs, no Man ſhall ſee God. But to ſubſtitute 
them in the Room of Chriſt's expiatory Sacrifice, 
and ſuppoſe, that they may ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, 
and from thence conclude, that there are ſincere 
Penitents, who ſhall as well, and as fully enjoy, 
the Favour of God, without an Expiation as with 
it, appeareth to me to be a dangerous blow at 
Chriſtianity, and contrary to the Method of Re- 
demption, eſtabliſhed in the Covenant of Grace. 
The Righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, 
believe in thine Heart, that God hath raiſed him from 
the Dead, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. If Righteouſneſs 
come by the Law, Chriſt is dead in vain, Chriſt is be- 
come of none eſfect nnto you; whoſoever of you, are 
juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace, Scrip- 
ture 1s far from teaching, that our Repentance 
and Reformation, can ſatisfy the Demands of 
Juſtice, without an Expiation as well as with it 
on the Contrary, we learn from Scripture that 
Repentance is the Gift of Chriſt, As v. 31. Him 
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hath. God exalted with.his Right Hand, to be a Prince 
and Saviour, for to give Repentance to Iſrael, and For- 
giveneſs of Sins. Heb. x. Io, 14. Me are ſanttified 
5 — the Offering of the Body of Jeſus Chrift, for 
by one Offering, he bath — for ever them that are 
ſan#iified. | 

7. It is further ſaid, That there i is no con- 
“ nection in the Nature of Things between Re- 
« pentance, and the Expiation of Guilt, by a 
Sacrifice, independant of our Repentance 2 by 
It-is true, the Sacrifice of Chriſt, is independant 
of our Repentance; but our Repentance is not 
independant of his Sacrifice, In the Nature of 
the Goſpel Scheme of Salvation, there is a con- 
nection, between Chriſt's Sacrifice, and Evan- 
gelical Repentance; for Chriſt was exalted to grue 
Repentance, Peter's Faith and Repentance depended upon 
Chrift”s Interceſſion ; and his Interceſſion is founded on 
bis propitiatory Sacrifice +. 

Moreover, it is alledged, that the Doctrine of 
the Neceſſity of an expiatory Sacrifice ſuppoſeth, 
6 That true Penitents, who were in favour with 
« God may be obnoxious to Juſtice, and fo 
« periſh.” But this is a miſtake; for true Re- 
pentance floweth from Chriſt, and Juſtice con- 
demneth none finally that are in him, 

8. A difficulty ariſeth here, from the Repreſen- 
tations of that Severity of Juſtice, which maketh 
an Expiation neceſſary. What are theſe Re- 
preſentations : © Some Men in the higher Scheme, 
“ have taught, that every Sin deſerves God's 
© Wrath and Curſe, both in this World and that 
c to come; that Sin is an infinite Evil, and re- 
“ quireth a ſatisfaction of infinite Value; that 
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« God could not Pardon any Sin, without a 
« ſatisfaction“.“ ̃ W 
There is no neceſſity of entering on this Oc- 
caſion into the Debate, whether God could not 
poſſibly pardon any ſingle Sin of any of his 
Creatures, without an adequate ſatisfaction : The 


true Queſtion in the preſent Controverſy 1s not, 


whether not ſo much as a ſingle Sin, even of the 
ſmalleſt kind, could poſſibly be paſſed over with- 
out a ſatisfaction of infinite Value; but whether 
it can be reaſonably ſuppoſed to be conſiſtent 
with the Rectoral Wiſdom and Juſtice of God, 
as the wiſe and holy Governor of the World, 
to eſtabliſh a conſtitution, ae he obligeth 
himſelf to pardon all the numberleſs Iniquities 
of Sinners of the human Race, and even thoſe 
of the moſt heinous kind, barely upon their Re- 
— and not only ſo; but to raiſe the Of- 
enders to the higheſt Glory and Felicity, with- 
out any ſuch ſatisfaction as may at the ſame Time 
make an awful declaration of his deteſtation 
againſt Sin, and vindicate the Honour of his 
Government, and the Authority of his Laws? 

It is further urged (Second T houghts, Page 15, 
16.) That Mankind are placed in ſuch a State, 
in which we daily offend, And that it comes 
in effect to the ſame Thing, whether we ſuppoſe 
this to be the Conſequence of Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion, or of God's Creation of us, ſince in either 
Cale it is what we cannot avoid. And it ſeems 
to be abſolutely repugnant to the original eſſen- 
tial (Zoodneſs of God to ſuppoſe, * That for the 
« unavoidable Sins of ſuch a State, we are liable 
* to the Wrath of God for ever, and cannot 
& efcape; but by an expiation not not in our 
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* Power. Thus in order to ſnew that there. is 
No need of Chriſt's ſatisfaction, Endeavours are 


uſed to palliate the Malignity of Sin, and to re- 


preſent it as a ſlight Evil, or at leaſt as the ne- 
ceſſary Effect of the human Conſtitution, and 
Cs not deſerving the Wrath of God. And 
what good end it can anſwer thus to furniſh Men 
with an Apology for {inning is hard to ſee. 
But notwithſtanding the Corruption of the 
human Nature in its preſent lapſed State, yet 
with regard to the particular Inſtances of Sin 
which Men are guilty of, it cannot be juſtly 
alledged that they are under a neceſſity of com- 
mitting them. There are numberleſs Sins that 
Men are chargeable with, which cannot come 
under the Notion of unavoidable Infirmities ; but 
are properly to be regarded as voluntary pre- 

umptuous Tranſgreſſions, which they might 
avoid if it were not their own Fault, and if they 
did all that is really in their Power for that Pur- 
poſe. And howeyer diminiſhingly ſome Perſons 
may think or ſprak, of the Evil of Sin, it is 
certain that, that is not the Repreſentation the 
Scripture makes. of it, in which the Wrath of 
Bod againſt Sin, is ſa often deſcribed in the 
ſtrongeſt Expreſſions; and we may be ſure, he 
would not manifeſt ſuch high Diſplealure againſt 
Sin if it did not deſerve it. The Notion therefore 
of a Satisfaction, or expiatory Sacrifice, offered 
up by the Mediator on our behalf, is very agree- 
able to the Scripture repreſentations of God's juſt 
Diſpleaſure againſt Sin. And if this Satisfaction 
or Expiation, is not in our Power, and was not 
originally of our providing, this only ſnews what 
Obligations we are under, to the infinite Grace 
and Goodne(s of God, which hath found out a 
Naben for us, when we were incapable of doing 
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it; and hath in his great Wiſdom fixed upon a 
proper Method for diſpenſing his Mercy towatds 
nitent Sinners, in ſuch a way as at the ſame 
Time to ſhew forth his Juſtice and Hatred againſt 
Sin, and ſecure the Authority of his nenn 
and ” 

Let it be further obſerved, that Adam was 
created after the Image of God. Man was made 
upright. The Ro Word (JasHaR) when 
applied to rational Agents, always in Seripture 
ſignifleth moral Rectitude. To deny this would 
be contrary to the Character My/es giveth of the 
Works of God, when he had finiſhed them, he- 
Hold all was very | good. But as to the preſent State 
of Mankind, the moſt learned of the ' Heather 
Philoſophers, and the moſt eminently: pious ĩn 
the Chriſtian Chureh, teſtify; that no Man from 

the Beginning of moral Agency is able to main- 
tain perfect Innocence: The 4whokr World is Guilty 
Before Cod. As far as Death hath' triumphed over 
Young and Old, ſo far hath Sin extended its da- 
minion. Now fuck is the Malignity of Sin, that 
no meer Man could make an Atonement for it: 
And the offly way Divine Wiſdom hath taken to 
diſpenſe Mercy to ſinful Men, is for Chriſt's 
ſake. Through the Redemption that is in Chrift, and 
the Atonement or Propitiation made by him . 
Tt is true that Infants have as little Agency in 
their Generation, as Adam had in his Creation ; 
but if the ambiguous Expreſſions uſed to this 
Purpoſe, imply, that God, who is the Author of 
Human Nature, is alſo the Author of the Cor- 
ruption and Sinfulneſs of our preſent State; then 
it 15 Blaſphemy to apply them to God; whether 
we derive our Being from him by Creation, or 


Nam. iii. Heb, ix. 22, Ads iv. 12. 


the 


(39) 
the common Courſe of Generation. If this is 
not the Meaning of them, then the Deſign and 
Force of the Argument is loſt. 
Cad made all Things for himſelf, Yea even the 
Wicked for the Day of Evil, He upholdeth wicked 
Men and Devils in their ſtate of Exiſtence ; but 
he made neither of them wicked ; nor is he the 
Author of their continuing in Sin; yet he hath 
permitted Sin to enter into the World, and ſpread 
its Contagion over Mankind for wiſe Reaſons 
above- our Comprehenſion, He knoweth what 
Schemes will beſt Anſwer his glorious Views in 
the Creation, and Government of the World. 
He knoweth how to bring Good out of Evil, and 
to make all things work together for the Illuſ- 
tration of his.own Glory, and the greater Hap- 
phineſs, of his choſen Veſſels of Mercy. : 
9. Socimans ſay, It is inconceiveable that 
ec the Ends of a moral Adminiſtration ſhould be 
% anſwered, by: puniſhing an innocent Perſon, 
<& for the Guilt of the Wicked“. In reſolving 
this Difficulty, it is proper to State the Caſe as it 
relateth to a vicarious Puniſhment. By vicarious 
Puniſhment I underſtand, ſuch Pains and Suf- 
fering, as are inflicttd upon an innocent Perſon, 
who voluntarily ſubſtituteth himſelf, in place of 
the Guilty. —_ the Queſtion is, whether it be 
inconſiſtent with the Ends of moral Government, 
that God ſhould inflict upon the Holy Jeſus, the 
penal Sufferings, due to Sinners? That the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt: were penal, and vicarious, hath 
been proved already. Our Bleſſed Lord ſuffered, 
not only, from Devils, and Men, but from his 
Heavenly Father. It pleaſed God to wound 
him, bruiſe him, and lay on him, tbe Imquity of 
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us all*, Agreeable to this Language of the 
Prophet, are the Words of the Apoſtle, that 
Chriſt was made Sin for us +, and a Curſe for us f. 
The Words, Iniquiy and Sin, are taken ſome- 
times in a ſtri& Senſe, as they ſignify, the Viola- 
tion of the Law 5. They alſo ſignify, the Guilt | 
and Puniſhment of Sin, Ge. iv. 13. Cain ſaid to 
the Lord, my Panjſomen is greater than I can bear. 
Lev. xx. 20. the Threatening denounced, that 
the inceſtuous Perſons ſhall bear their Sin, is 
explained by the Puniſhment ſubjoined: They 
ſhall die Childkfs. * It is Blaſphemy, to apply the 
Words, Sin and Iniquity, to Chriſt in the former 
Senſe. In that Senſe the Apoſtle Paul teacheth, 
that Chriſt knew 9 Sin ||. But in the latter Senſe; 
he ſaith that he who knew no Sin was made Sin; i. e. 
he was made a Sacrifice and Curſe for our Sins. It 
was the Will of God, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer: 
And it is plain, that Death which is as the Curſe 
and Puniſhment, threatened in the Law, was a 
Part of his Sufferings **, Now ſeeing that all 
Chriſt ſuffered, was according to the determined 
Counſel of God ++, and it was God laid the Ini- 
quity of his People upon him, wounded, and 
bruiſed him, it is unreaſonable to imagine, that 
what God himſelf did, was inconſiſtent with the 
Ends of moral Government. Chriſt's dying, the 
Juft, for the Unjuſt, was fo far from obſtructing the 
Ends of moral Government, that his Sufferings 
highly promoted them. 

One end of God's moral Adminiſtration, in 
appointing Chriſt to die, the 7% for the Unjuſh, 
is a. ae of his Own Glory. This 


"0 Ii. lin. 18. + 2 Cor. v. 21. t Gal. iii. 13. 
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was the chief end of Chriſt's Miniſtry and Paſ- 
tion. John xvii. 4. Father, I have glorified thee 
on Earth. Jobn xvii. 13. Uphatſrever ye aſt, I will 
do it, that the Father may be glorified m his Son. 
When Judas went out to betray Chriſt, our Sa- 
viour, who knew his Deſign, ſaid to his Diſci- 
ples, now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. Thus Chriſt, by his obedience 
unto death, and dying the Juſt for the Unjuſt, 
glorified God, which is the Chief end of * 
Government. 

Another end of Moral Government, in 
Chriſt's dying, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, was, that 
God might bring many Sons to Glory, out of a State 
of Sin and Miſery, by the Sufferings of Chriſt; 
it became him for whom, and by whom are all T hings, 
in bringing many Sons into Glory, to make the Captain 
of their Salvation, perfect, through Sufferings*. The 
Sufferings of Chrift promoted this end of Go- 
vernment, as they were the Meritorious Cauſe and 
Ranſom that redeemed theſe adopted Sons of 
God, from ſpiritual Bondage. Moreover the 
Sufferings of Chriſt promoted the ends of Moral 
Government, as the believing Contemplation of 
them, is a powerful reſtraint on Sin, and motive 
to Virtue. Chriſt's death, highly magnified the 
Authority of the Law; becauſe he died on his 
People's Account, to ſatisfy the Demand, and 
Penalty of the Law rather than ſuffer the Vio- 
lation of the Law to go unpuniſhed ; or that 
they who were given to him by the F ather, ſhould 
periſh eternally. The Sacrifice of Chriſt, con- 
ſidered as an Atonement made to Juſtice, for our 
Sins, hath' the greateſt poſſible Tendency, to 
beget 1 in the Minds of Men, dreadful Apprehen- 
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fions of Sin, as an Evil of infinite Malignity, 
the utmoſt Fear of offending, the moſt earneſt 
Endeavours to avoid, whatſoever may expoſe 


Men, to the ſeverity of Divine Juſtice, and the 


moſt engaging ſentiments of the Love and Good- 
neſs of God. If we conſider, the Innocence and 
Dignity of Chriſt's Perſon, the Nature and De- 
ſign of his Sufferings, that in compliance with 
the Father's will, he freely ſubſtituted himſelf, 
a Sacrifice in his People's ſtead, that he might 
by the Price of his precious Blood, redeem Sin- 
ners from Sin, the Devil, and Hell, the human 
Mind cannot deviſe a Scene ſo affecting, as the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, or an Argument ſo power- 
ful, to promote the Ends of Moral Adminiſtra- 
tion. But if we ſuppoſe, what ſome ſay, that 
Chriſt did not ſuffer a Sacrifice in our ſtead, and 
that his ſufferings were not the puniſhment of 
our Sins, but occaſional Calamities; then his 
ſufferings, inſtead of anſwering theſe Ends, wou'd 
be made an Argument to encourage the licentious 
World, in ſaying, it is in vain to waſh our Hands in 
Innocence, ſeeing no Immunity from inherent 
or imputed Guilt, can exempt the moſt per- 
fectly Innocent from Judgment, more than the 
Guilty, mn 

Another End of Moral Government, in Chriſt's 
dying, the Ju for the Unjuſt, was, to make the 
Captain of our Salvation, perfect through ſuffering. 
This is plainly revealed, Heb. ii. 10. and Heb. v, 
8. though he was a Son, yet he learned obedience, by 
the Things he ſuffered. The ſufferings of Chriſt, 
gave him an experimental feeling, of our Infir- 
mities, and procured for himſelf an exalted 
State of Power and Glory, at the right, Hanger 
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God“. Thus the ſufferings of Chriſt, anſwered 
this End of Moral Government, by qualifying 
the Captain of our Salvation, to be a compaſſionate 
and pmoerful Saviour, "touched with the feeling of our 
Infirmities, and able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that 
cons to Godby Dew! 15th 32 260 mori tf 
The ſuppoſition+, that ! it was poſſible (upon 

condition, that the Matter was entirely Volun- 
tary, and that the Lord Jeſus was under no mo- 
ral Obligation) that he ſhould not have been wil- 
ling to be our Surety, and the Inference drawn 
from that conditional ſuppoſition, that inflicting 
uniſhment on him, in that Caſe would not an- 
ſwer the Ends of Moral Government, is nothing 
to the Purpoſe. On the contrary, if we ſuppoſe 
what is true in Fact, that it was the will of God, 
that his only-begotten Son, whoſe goings forth, have 
been of old, from everlaſting : Andwho m the fulneſs of 
Time, took on him the Nature of Man, ſhould alſo 
take on him the Office of a Surety, and lay dn 
his Life, for his Sheep, in that Caſe the Inference 
is obvious, that the' meritorious ſufferings, and 
voluntary death of Chriſt, te Juſt for the Unjuſt, 
doth greatly promote, the Glory of God, the 
Honour of his Law, Authority of his. Govern- 
ment, Mortification- of Sin, Sanctification of 
Sinners, and Redemption of all the Father 
gave him; which are worthy Ends of Moral 

Government. | 15114 
10. It is ſaid, © how can the Adminiſtration 
* be worthy of God, that requireth double pay- 
“ ment of the ſame Debt, which muſt be the 
« Caſe, if the Sacrifice of Chriſt, ſatisfyed Juſ- 
tice, for the Sins of the whole World, and yet 
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all who are impenitent muſt ſatisfy Juſtice perſo- 
nally, in their own ſufferings.“ . Ae 
There are ſome great and able Divines, who 
maintain the Doctrine of a ſpecial Election, and 
yet in ſome ſenſe hold univerſal Redemption, as 
it ſignifieth that Chriſt died for all Mankind, ſo 
far as to put them all, in conſequence of this 
Death, into a ſalvable State. It is true of every 
one of the Human Race, that if they ſhould 
repent and believe, they ſhould be ſaved; in 
which their Caſe differeth from that of Devils, for 
whom Chriſt could not be ſaid in any ſenſe to 
die. | 
There are other great and eminent Divines, 
who ſay that the general Declarations, Invitations 
and Promiſes in Scripture, upon which the above 
Opinion 1s founded, are to be underſtood and 


explain d in a limited ſenſe, of the Elect World; 


as in 1 John v. 19. Where, the whole World 
that lieth in wickedneſs, is diſtinguiſh'd from a pe- 
culiar People that are of God. And John xvii 
9. our bleſſed Saviour diſtinguiſheth the World, 
that he did not pray for, from them that the Fa- 
ther gave him out of the World. Both theſe 
Parties agree in this, that Chriſt's death was a 


Sacrifice, ſufficient to atonefor the Sins of Man- 


kind, if they had ſincerely repented and believ- 
ed in Chriſt. - But neither of them maintain 
that Chriſt intentionally and abſolutely ſatisfied 
Divine Juſtice for the Sins of the finally impe- 
mitent. Conſequently the Suppoſition of a dou- 
ble payment, upon which the objection is found- 
ed, falleth to the Ground. I h 

: 111. © Howcan pardon be free, (it is ſaid) when 
<« Juſtice is ſatisfied, with a puniſhment equal to 
<< the Offence. Can pardon of Sin, be both an Act 


'- ® Second Thoughts, Page 2. 22, 23. 
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« of Grace and Juſtice.” To pardon Sin, and ex- 
act penal ſatisfaction from the ſame Perſon, is 
inconſiſtent. But to forgive Sin to the believing. 
Penitent, and exact the Price of Redemption 
from Chriſt the Mediator, is no contradiction. 
When the Apoſtle Paul faith, we are juſtified freely 
by Grace*, He excluded the Merit of our Works 
from juſtification ; as is evident from the Scope, 
and Context. But he is far from excluding the 
Atonement made to Juſtice, by the Redemption 
that is in Chriſt. On the Contrary, the Reaſon, 
why God hath taken this way of juſtifying Sin- 
ners, by the propitiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt, is in 
order to manifeſt, both the Glory of his Juſtice, 
and free Grace, that ſo he might be juſt, at the 
ſame Time, when he freely juſtifieth Sinners, 
through the Redemption that is in Chriſt, The Juſti- 
fication of a penitent Believer, is an Act of Juſ- 
tice, to the Merit of Chriſt, and an Act of Fide- 
lity to God's promiſe, that Chriſt ſhould /ee the 
Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied . He is faith- 
ful and juſt to forgive us our Sins; yet pardon is 
an Act of Grace to the Sinner, who hath no 
Money or Price of his own. In paying Debts, 
the Law doth not regard whether they are paid, 
by the original Debtor, or a Surety. But as the 
Law of God, requireth perſonal obedience to 
its precepts, ſo the threatning renders the diſ- 
obedient liable to perſonal Puniſhment. In Caſe 
therefore of a Surety, there muſt be a Prero- 
gative in the Judge to relax the ſtrictneſs of 
the Law, ſo far, as to accept a vicarious Puniſh- 
ment. In the ſublime Contrivance of Divine 
Wiſdom, the free Grace of God, ſhineth with 
an engaging Luſtre, It was Sovereign free 
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Grace, that offered Salvation to fallen Man, when 
fallen Angels were paſſed by. It was free Grace 
moved God to accept a vicarious Sacrifice, inſtead 


of perſonal Sufferings : It was free Grace moved 
God to give his Son to be a Surety, and Sacrifice 


for Man: It was free Grace moved Chriſt to give 


himſelf, an Offering, and Sacrifice to God. 
Thus the Glory, both of Divine Juſtice and 
Mercy ſhine brightly, in the Atonement and 
Propitiation made by the Sacrifice of Chriſt. 
Here let the Reader, in the Doctrine of Sacri- 
fices, contemplate the manly of God, 
whoſe Prerogative it 1s, to inſtitute the Way and 
Manner of his own Worſhip, and make Things 
indifferent in their own Nature, uſeful Parts of 
our Duty, and means of promoting our Devoti- 
on to God. Let us alſo admire the Wiſdom of 
God in accompliſhing his own Purpoſes, by ways 
above our Comprehenſion; The Water of Jor- 
dan had no more intrinſick Virtue to cure Na- 
man's Leproſy, than the Rivers of Damaſcus; the 
Virtue was deriv*d from the Divine Appointment. 
From the ſame Original, the Sacrifices deriv'd 
their Virtue. Our Saviour healed the Blind with 
Ointment made of Clay and Spittle. He choſe 
Fiſher Men to convert the World to Chriſtianity. 


The Method alſo of redeeming Sinners by the 


Sacrifice of Chriſt, is a ſurprizing inſtance of 
Divine Wiſdom. Fleſh and Blood would not 
reveal to Peter that Chriſt was the Son of God, 
neither could mere Natural Reaſon teach him, 
that Chriſt's geing to Jeruſalem to be crucified, 
was the way to bring his Diſciples to Heaven. 
But tho' Chriſt crucified, was to the Jcus a ſtumb- 
ling Block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, yet to them 
that believe he is the Wiſdom and Power of God. 
The Typical and Spiritual Meaning of the le- 
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gal Sacrifices informeth us, that the Goſpel of 


Chriſt was in ſome degree ſignified under the 
Old Teſtament. The Scripture foreſeeing that God 
would juſtify the Heathen through Faith preached before 
the Goſpel to Abraham, ſaying, in thy Seed ſhall all the 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed. There is an Ex- 
cellency in the Brightneſs of the Goſpel Admi- 
niſtration, above the Legal, yet the Doctrine of 
the Meſiab's being a Som Born, the Mighty Cad, 
Immanuel God with Us; the Doctrine of Chriſt's 
vicegerency, his dying for the Sins of his People, 
the Juſt for the Unjuſt, the Doctrine of his Reſur- 
rection, the Command to repent of our Sins, 
love God above all, and our Neighbour as our- 
ſelves, are all Articles and Laws of the Old 
Teſtament as well. as the New. Now by com- 

aring the Types and Prophecies of the Old 
Treſtament with the accompliſhment of them un- 
der the Goſpel, the admirable Harmony between 
them will greatly contribute, to eſtabliſh the 
Chriſtian Church, in the Faith of the Atone- 
ment made by the Sacrifice of Chriſt, 

It is proper to obſerve here, that ſpiritual Ig- 
norance prevailed among many of the Jews. 
The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, hey had a Zeal of God but not 
according to Knowledge. The deſign of the Sacrifices 
was to promote Repentance for Sin, Gratitude to 
God, and Faith in the Miah to come; the Law 
was a School-maſter to bring us to Chriſt, But many 
of them were profane in Life, and, inſtead of re- 
penting, and reſting by Faith on the Miah, they 
truſted in their Sacrifices, as if they were ſufficient 
to atone for their Immoralities *. The Prophets 


. ſharply reproved this Sin. The Brazen Serpent was 


a Vemorial of their delivery from the fiery Serpents 
in the Wilderneſs, and a type of Chriſt ; but they 
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loſt the Knowledge of the true Uſe of it, and 
offered Incenſe to it. The paſchal Lamb typified 
Chriſt our Paſſover. But they, ignorant of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs, went about to eftabliſh a Righteouſneſs of = 


their own. Saul before his Converſion counted 
his Phariſaical Righteouſneſs and Morality Gain, 
but when God, who commanded Light to ſhine out of 
Darkneſs, ſbined in his Heart, to give the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of Chrift, 
then he counted all Things but boſs, for the Excellency 
of the Knowledge of Chriſt, that he might be found m 
him, not having his own Righteouſneſs which is of the 
Lau); but that which is by the Faith of Chriſt *. 

It is to be lamented that many now forſake 
the Apoſtle's Doctrine, they ſtumble at the Stumbling 
Stone laid in Zion, they ſtumble at the Doctrine 
of Chriſt's vicegerency, his penal Sufferings, 
his Satisfaction to Juſtice, for the Sins of his 
People, and the Doctrine of Juſtification by 


Faith, in the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. - 


They build their Faith, on the ſandy Foundation 


of their own Righteouſneſs, and imaginary Hopes 


of Mercy. without regard to the Imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt. This is forſaking the Fountain 
of Living Waters, and choofing broken Ciſterns, that 
can hold no Water. | 

In the atoning Sacrifice of Chriſt, behold the 
Evil of Sin and Value of immortal Souls. Sin 
caſt the Angels out of Heaven, and Adam out of 
Paradiſe. Such is the Malignity of Sin, ſo pre- 
cious 1s the Redemption of Souls, that Divine 
Wiſdom and Juſtice, required no leſs Ranſom 
than the Blood of Chriſt. Behold and admire the 
ſublime Device of infinite Wiſdom, in finding out 


a Ranſom ſo excellently adapted to the Deſign of 


* 2 Cor. iv. 6. Philip iii. 8, 9. ; 
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glorifying God, and redeeming Sinners! - Behold 
the amazing Love of God in giving his Son, 
and of the Son in giving himſelf a Sacrifice for 
Sinners and Enemies! Behold the Impartiality 
of Divine Juſtice, in not ſparing the Beloyed Son 
of God, who took on him to be ſurety of the 
New Teſtament! Behold the Glory and Honour 
of Divine Truth, manifeſted in fulfilling the 
threatened Penalty of the Law, by the Death of 
Chriſt, the Surety of the Covenant, for tho? the 
Supreme Law-giver, hath power over the Law, 
to relax the Puniſhment, as to particular Perſons, 
yet having declared, that according to that Rule 
he would proceed in Judgment with Man, the 
Perfection of his Truth required, that Sin ſnould 
be puniſhed, in ſuch a manner, that his Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs, might eminently appear, 
and the: Reaſonable Creature for ever fear to 
offend him. O! the Heighth and Depth, the Length | 
and Breadth of the Wiſdom, Juſtice and Love of 
God! How unſearchable are his Judgments, and his 
ways paſt finding out ! 2 

Seeing the Sacrifices of the Law were accepted 
to make Atonement, and what was typified by 
them was fulfilled, in the Propitiation made by 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt, which was a Sweet-/melling 
Savour; it muſt then be our Duty, by Faith to 
receive Chriſt, by whom we receive the Atone- 
receive Chriſt, by whom we recerve the Atonement. 
Faith is that Grace whereby we receive Chriſt“. 

It is an eſſential Ingredient in the Nature of 
Faith, to know and aſſent to the Truth, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Saviour of Sinners, who died 
for our Offerices, and roſe for our Juſtification . 
A meer ſpeculative Knowledge, and naked Aſſent 
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to Truth, is not ſufficient to conſtitute Juſtifying 
Faith. The Devils believe and tremble; they 
know that Chriſt is the Son of God; yet do not 
believe to Salvation. It is another Ingredient in 
the Nature of Faith, to have an high Eſteem of 
Chriſt, for the Dignity of his Perſon, and Value 
of his Sacrifice, and approve of the Fitneſs, and 
Excellency of the way of Salvation, through the 
Redemption that is in Chriſt , to them that believe Chriſt 
is precious. They count it a faithful ſaying and 
worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt came to ſave 
Sinners. Saving Faith comprehendeth the Conſent 
of the Will, to the Offers of Salvation on Goſpel 
Terms; it implieth a Renouncing Confidence in 
our own Righteouſneſs, and placing our 'Truſt 
and Confidence, in the Mercy of God: through 


Chriſt. In this Senſe, the Greek Word Ti5evw 
is frequently uſed in Scripture, John xiv. 1. Ye 
believe in God, believe alſo in me. To believe in God, 
is more than to believe there is a God, it ſigni- 
fieth truſting in God, ſo to believe in Chriſt 
ſignifieth truſting in Chriſt, John ii. 24. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve here, that it is a pro- 

rty of ſaving Faith, to be of an active Nature, 
it purifieth the Heart, worketh by Love, reform- 
eth the Life, overcometh the World, quencheth 
the fiery Darts of the Wicked, and thus it is 
diſtinguiſhed from a Dead and barren Faith. 

The Apoſtle Paul diſtinguiſneth between Faith 


and Works, in the Juſtification of a Sinner in 


® Luke xvi. 11. 1 Tim. i. 11. 1 Te. ii. 4. Mat. xxvii. 
42, 43. Eph. i. 13. 2 Tim. i 12. Adds xvi. 31. Job i. 
12, in the Septuagint. 1 Chron. ix. 22, 26, 31. 2 Chron. 
XX. 20. Job xv. 31. Socrates, Plutarch and Demoſthenes, 
uſe the Greek Word in the ſame Senſe : ouα e Tolg Kt e, ev 
migTew9 uv, fc. The Word (CreD0) in the Latin Tran- 
flation is alſo uſed in that Senſe; Equo ne Credite Teucri. , 
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the Sight of God. Nom iii. 28. Vs conclude that 
a Man is Juſtiſied by Faith, without the Deeds of the 
Law: At the ſame Time, he aſſureth us, that 
Faith doth not make void the Law ; but rather 
eſtabliſheth it. There are nominal Chriſtians, 
that make a Profeſſion of Faith ; but it is the 
Character of Diſciples indeed, that they Con- 
tinue in the Obedience of God's word . Ho- 
lineſs is the Fruit of Faith, Chriſt's Diſciples are 
ſanctified through Faith in him. Conſequently, 
as the Tree is known by the Fruit, ſo true Faith 
is known by good Works; and in that Senſe, the 
Apoſtle James ſaith, © That Believers are juſtified 
« by Works, as the Evidence of their | ear en 
tion before Men ;” ſhew me thy Faith without 
Works, and 1 will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works. 
This is that Faith, whereby the true Diſciples of 
Chriſt receive him, and the Propitiation made 
by his perfect Sacrifice, May the Author, and 
finiſher of Faith, fulfil in the Reader, and Writer, 
the Work of Faith with Power. | 


John viii. 31, + Ad, xxvi 18. 
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